16     THE REIGN OF ANDREW JACKSON

woods with hand on rifle, threatened by desperate
wrongdoers, Andrew Jackson became the best-
known figure in all western Tennessee and won at
this time a great measure of that public confidence
which later became his chief political asset.

Meanwhile the rapid growth of population south
of the Ohio River made necessary new arrange-
ments for purposes of government. In 1790 the
region between the Ohio and the present States of
Alabama and Mississippi, having been turned over
to the Nation by its earlier possessors, was erected
into the "Southwest Territory," and in 1791 the
northern half became the State of Kentucky. In
1793 the remainder of the Territory set up a Legis-
lature, and three years later delegates from the
eleven counties met at Knoxville to draw up a
new frame of government with a view to admis-
sion to statehood. Jackson was a member of this
convention, and tradition has it that it was
he who brought about the selection of the name
Tennessee, an Indian term meaning "The Great
Crooked River," as against Franklin, Washington,
and other proposed designations for the new State.
At all events, upon the admission of the State in
1796, he was chosen as its sole representative in the
lower branch of Congress.